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WHAT ARE WE 

DOING AT 

JOSHUA 
PROJECT? 

 
We nurture vulnerable 

children and youth by 
providing them with 

physical and emotional 

care. 
  

We educate and 

provide skills develop-
ment opportunities. 

   

We mentor and 
disciple through 
various activities 

 
Gordon B. Hinckley 

said, “One of the 

great ironies of life is 

this: He or she who 

serves almost always 

benefits more than he 

or she who is served.’ 

ABCD Community Develop-
ment Forum  Facebook page:  

Kouga2gether 

Looking back  over the last 18 years, a  
couple of key words come to mind:  
 

Unconditional love for vulnerable  

children  -  working with what we have  -  

hope  -  God’s favor & guidance 
 

We started as a soup kitchen and grew 
from a pioneer organization to an organized 
ministry.  We have hosted hundreds of kids 
and youth, prepared uncountable numbers 
of meals and sooo many volunteers have 
been part of our story! 
 
But, more importantly, serving at Joshua 
Project is not only a matter of giving, God 
uses this desire  within to serve others to 
allow us to grow in humility, in knowing 
Him more and more, in knowing how to 
handle challenges.   
 
We literally experience Romans 8: 28, 
which says that for those who love God, 
ALL things work    together for good. 
Even when we don’t see it as yet, even 
when some kids make poor choices to their 
own detriment… He is faithful and always 
keeps His promises and continues to ’work 
behind what is seen’. 
  
Right now we are growing towards serving 
as a Community Center where we partner 
with other organizations like Aleph and Pure 
Dust in an interdependent relationship.   
 
There is room for more organizations to 
join us. Together we can positively impact 
our community.  A community development 
forum:  Kouga2gether  was established to 
promote ABCD (Asset Based Community 
Development) - seeing our community as 
assets and not as ‘problems’ to be solved. 
 
Many thanks to Sherley Fortuin for her in-
terim Project Leadership in such a difficult 
time after the death of John Harding, al-
ready almost a year ago now…and to Willie 
Oosthuizen who stepped into this task as an 
Acting CEO, besides all his other responsi-
bilities - may God reward  him abundantly!  

 
The following pages 
features stories about 
ordinary people  

doing extraordinary 
things…!   
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Saying thank you to those part of our story... 

Berenice is not only the young mom of a beautiful little 
girl, she also now cares for 3 other orphaned children.    
 

When asked how she copes with this responsibility, 
she immediately states that God is her strength and 
carries her through every day and she just keeps go-
ing.  Yes, she gets tired and feels overwhelmed at 
times, but this amazing young lady, who completed 
matric and currently manages a local store in town is 
always pleasant and has ready smile on her face for all 
who come into Donut World. 
 

Berenice’s life experiences have aged her, and she 
says she feels so much older than 27 years old.  Having lost her father when she 
was a little girl and her mother recently, has made her strong enough to handle 
anything else that may come her way she says. 
 

Possessing an inner strength and determination that is admirable, Berenice has 
managed to offer the children in her care, stability and a loving home. She tries to 
keep her priorities in order and she believes there is a calling on her life.   
 

What a privilege to know such an amazing young woman who tackles hardships 
and difficulties with a tenacity born out her faith in God and sheer will to succeed 
and not give in to feelings of despair. Our heart is to continue the journey we  
started with Berenice when she was 12 years old.   
 

We salute this amazing young woman whose story serves as a beacon of hope to 
many! 

  J O S H U A  P R O J E C T  N E W S  

Berenice’s story... 

Our children made lovely wooden thank you hearts for all those who actively serve 
and assist Joshua Project.  Here they are giving out the hearts to some of those part 
of our journey at Joshua Project. (There are many more…) Thank you to ALL who  
assist in sustaining what is being done at Joshua Project.  We love you! 
                                    

Men @ 6 

“God never lets go of 
our hand - it is us that 
lets go of His…”  



Our part in this story is coming to an end... 
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After 10 years of whole-hearted service to our community’s children it’s 

time to say fare-well to Louis and Erna Tolkamp.  What a blessing to 

have served alongside them.  Louis shares some moments of his jour-

ney… 
 

To be able to teach boys and girls the basics of carpentry was  

always a great joy and blessing to me. I saw their self-esteem 

grow when they discovered that their hands and minds were 

able to create valuable furniture that could be sold or used at 

Joshua Project or even taken home. During home visits I would 

see their products being used in the house. 
 

To involve a few boys in maintenance was also an exciting  

experience, some times they were just a few (very useful) extra 

hands, and in some cases they corrected me to prevent me from 

making mistakes. 
 

Our hiking mornings during the past few months were just  

amazing, and it was a privilege to show the kids a glimpse of 

the beauty of their own beautiful province. 
 

Although I think that I easily adapt to new environments and 

still love my “home” country “the Netherlands” I will surely 

miss beautiful Jeffrey’s Bay, my wonderful colleagues at Joshua 

Project, and the kids that sometimes try to make you crazy, but 

most of the time make me smile, humble and grateful for the 

chances I got to invest in their lives.  
 

I am happy to have learned the beautiful Afrikaans language and want to greet you with the words:  
 

“Mooi bly, dien die Here met jou hart en siel. Jou liefde en moeite vir die kinders sal beloon word.”

                                  Louis Tolkamp 
 

Pure Dust have now taken over the workshop and we will be sharing their story next time...to be continued... 
 

Louis and Erna will be sorely missed...but although their time may have come to an end in  

Jeffreys Bay, they will always be part of the Joshua Project family!  Erna, who spear-headed the 

extension of Joshua Project in Humansdorp, will continue be involved in what God has planned 

there and shares how it all started... 

Erna shares how the Humansdorp Joshua Project story started… 

When Willie asked me to “go make babies” after my 3 year period as Project Leader ended, it 

seemed unbelievable, but he meant, “go start another Joshua Project” not physical babies! 
 

I was given one name, Lynette van Onselen, and that is where it started.  Our first meeting took 

place in July 2014 and every month thereafter, more and more stakeholders and role players in 

Humansdorp started joining the meetings.  The wonderful idea to initiate a regular Operational 

Day was birthed, to connect with and register the current children and youth on the street in 

Humansdorp. 
 

At present, we have appointed a Project Leader, Colleen Mabanga and two active community 

members are part of the Board of Directors, Pastor Stefanus Baartman and Chris Opperman. 
 

In this whole process we are so amazed by God, how He continues to send the right people to 

assist, He shows us the way forward and His plan, at times different to our original plans, because 

our God reigns and He works out everything for the good according to what He purposes! 
 

Only one “baby” was born, to date!  I am looking forward to the birth of others! 
 
 



 
 

Your prayers! 

 For our kids exposed to physical, mental and emotional abuse  

 Against human trafficking of our children and youth 

 Against the very real influences of witchcraft and gangsterism and effects of pov-

erty 

 For wisdom and good stewardship on a daily basis of the resources we are 

blessed with and our time. 

 Covering and protection of the children, team and property 

Sponsorship 

Staffing positions, educational support for team members and learners  

(Our Sponsor a Child/Team member program) 

Laptops  and Cell Phones 

Any used laptops and cell phones would be most welcome 

Projector Screen  
For movie time and presentations 

Supplies and incentives for kids’ craft  and game activities  

Sweets, chips, chocolates, kids movies, PS2 consol & games, etc. 

Groceries 

Tinned fish, meat, potatoes, rice, pasta, soup, ricoffee, make on juice, etc. 

General 

Garden tools, gumboots, horse/cow manure, brick-size stones for our organic garden.  

For more information concerning our Organic Gardening Project please contact Telana 

Pieterse on 0722761505 

 

ABOUT US 
‘Joshua’ means ‘God saves’. It serves as a constant   

reminder to us that God alone can save the children 

at risk in our community. 

Joshua Project has developed into a safe haven for 

vulnerable children  and youth where they receive 

unconditional love, support, education, and skills de-

velopment opportunities.  

Through consistent relationships and education-

based programs, we seek to assist these children 

and youth to realize and develop their unique talents; 

to become healthy, responsible adults and a produc-

tive part of the work force and community; and most 

importantly, to discover their value as a child of God   

created for a specific purpose. 

Joshua Project would appreciate 

assistance with the following...  

OUR CONTACT  

DETAILS 

Postal address  

P O Box 1010, Jeffreys Bay 

6330  

Residential address 

13 Dolfyn Street, Jeffreys Bay  

Telephone number 

+27(0)422933273/ 

0714720844 

Fax number 

+27(0)866353340 

E-mail address 

info@joshuaproject.co.za  

Website 

www.joshuaproject.co.za 

Facebook 

Joshua Project  

Jeffreys Bay 

Bank Details 

Nedbank Jeffreys Bay 

Cheque Account #:  

1263057047  

Branch Code: 126317 

Swift Code: NED.SZAJJ 

Joshua Project  

Humansdorp  

Colleen Mabanga: 

0730315604 

colleen@joshuaproject.co.za  

 

To give is truly more blessed than to  

receive… 
 

Prospective donors are welcome to  

contact the Joshua Project Leadership 

OUR OTHER BENEFACTORS & 

PARTNERS 

Joshua Project sincerely thanks the follow-

ing for their continued support: 
 

 New Horizon Vineyard 

 Jeffreys Bay Bible Church 

 Baptist Church 

 Debonair Pizza 

 3 Fat Fish Catering 

 Bet-el Revival Center 

 New Hope Family Ministry 

 Smhart Security 

 Beesland Butchery 

 Oceans DVD’s 

 Many caring individuals - local and 

foreign 

Our organic garden  

is growing… 
 

Step 1: Collecting materi-
als like stones, cardboard, 
manure, cut grass etc 

Step 2:  Preparing the beds 

 
Step 3&4:Maintaining the 
beds and Community Out 
reaches  

Pharos School Community 
Service 

NG Gemeente 
Jeffreysbaai 

Registration Details: 

Section 21 Non-profit Company # 

1998/007990/08 

PBO #: 

18/11/13/3290 


